D. W. Post, Toronto, Ont.

® Sertember 30, 1893.

’ Extensive dealer in fresh fish, las
ycaﬁbzz’
. freszing and storage establishment.
) Not over 5 tons each of whitefish and
L tid salmon trout ate brought into Toronio and
Hamilton a year, camght in the western part
of Lake Ontario,

There are 2 fishermen on Toronto Island

‘ who have always depended on fishing---William

Ward and ir, kontgomery.
The next nearest fishermen to the east are
at Frenchman's Lay, about 10 miles fror. Toronta
He thinks there is one boat at this place, with
3'or 4 men.
® Some small rigs fish off Whitby a part of

the time. They do not keep at it steady and
make only small catches.

On 8redit River, west of Toronto, a man



by the name of Nourse keeps a hotel and carries
on fishing. Sea salmon used to run up this
river, but have not for 15 or 20 years.

Oakville, about 50 miles west of Toronto,
had rather an extensive f{ishery for cisco about
3 or 4 years ago, but knows nothing abtout its
condition at present.

Burlington Rezch is next, about 5 miles
from Hamilton.

The fishery overseer of this distriet, kir.
Hallowell, lives at Erlinrton, 2 miles beyond
the eity limits of Toronto.

The whitefish {amount above mentioned) are
taken mostly off Toronto Island in seinea,
which are hauled over an area reaching about
1/2 mile off shore. FRach seine measures about
200 yards long: these are not large seines.

The law defines the size of mesh in the wings
at not less than 4 inches.

The whitefish are caught oﬁly in June and

beginning of July. Too many small ones are



taken. They run from 1 to 3 pounds in weight
and sometimes get them weighing less than 1 1lb.

Has no information about the spawning of
the whitefish here. There are no regular
breeding places here so far as he knows,

Any decrease of whitefish could not be
agcribed to the preaencé of many steamers, as
the fishinggigunds are not disturbed by stieam-
ers, which run inside, not outside, the island.

Have tried pill nets for whitefish in this
locality, but without success. Ending some ©
or 8 years ago, there was a fishery for white
fish ofi the mouth of the 'iagara River, which

had continued for 3 or 4 years, with some suc-

‘cess. They got whitefish weighing from 2 to

5 pounds apiece, but nothing is done now.

There has been very poor fishing for white
fish aboﬁt Toronto for 20 years past, Thirty
years apgo and previously the loeal Toronto
market was supplied by fishermen on Toronto

Island. There were 6 or 8 regular parties



located there, each consisting of 4 to 6 men.
They used seines prineipally. When the f{ish
beecame scaree here most of the men went to
Georgian bBay. They used to bring their fish
into a little market near where Nr. Post's
present establigshment is located.

There has apparsntly been more decrease in
this district than elsewhere in Lake Ontario on
the Canadian side. This may not, however, be
entirely true.

The g£ill nets for whitefish formerly used
here had a mesh of 4 to ¢ 1/2 inches.

The principal cause of the decrease of
whitefish has been the catcehing of too many
fish of immature size. Thinks no whitef'ish
under 2 1/2 pounds spawn. They have always
caught great numbers of small whitefish.
Increased navigation may have had something to
do with it, but he does not think so.

(They are also catching too many small

fish in Ceorgian Ray. Vhitefish especially



are gradually thinning outv all the i1ime; salmon
trout to a less exient. He is receiving much
smaller f{ish now {rom Georsian Fay than he used
10.)

The ¢ill nets lor whitefish in Lake
Ontaric should nave a mesh of 5 inches cor
thereabouis. They now use 4 inches to a large
axtent,

35 years apo they were using 5 1/4 ineh
mesh £ill nets {0 whiielish and salmon trout,
which were very plentiful at that time. 20
years ago the size was lowered to 5 inech; and
since then ii has becn recuced to 4 1/2 and
4'%/% inches. The small whitefish they are
now getting are2 sof'v, will not carry so well,
and &re nol so marketable. There is more
vazlue for everybody in large and mature fish.

The Buffalo Fish Co. say they have lately
been getting more small whitefish than they can

readily handle.



6

Thirty-five years ago, whitefish in

o~

Wﬁ‘g’eorgian Bay would average about 4 1/2 pounds
¢rfk' apiece. Trout ranged chiefly from 3 to ©
pounds, and some would go up to 50 pounds.
jow whitefish average about 2 1/2 pounds,
apiece, and many trout are eaught under 1
pound. Many more small trout are caught now
than formerly. low marketi large quantities
which the [ishermen would have thrown away
before. The trout can hold their own, however,
better than the whitef'ish.

Used to catch their f{ish (Georgian Fay)
in a coarse net made ol 'lo. 35 twine. Now
use about No. 60 twine, and three times the
gquantity of net to catch the same amount of
fish, 30 to 35 years ago they employed 4,000
yards of gill net, of 5 1/4 inch mesh, to a
boat . low they Aée over 8,000 yards to each
of the small boats or sail boats, the tugs
employing more. The mesh is now about 4 1/2

inches. While using more than double the



Mﬂ‘y
o’f

quantity of netting, each boat does not average

as many l'ish, bui there are more boats engaged

iﬂﬂdr/ in the business.

Georgian ifay has always been and suill is
the place where whitefish anu salmon irout
abound mosi, supply more of those fish than
any otner par. oi ihe Creat Lakes ol ithe same
size.

The bulk of the Georgian Day whitef'ish and
trout ars sent direct to ihe Ruffalé ~igh Co.

Not over 6 tons of salmon trout are caught
annually in the wesiern part of Lake Qnuario,
between Whitby and the HNiagara. 0f this
quantity the f{ishermen on Toronto Island may
obtain 4 or 4 iLons,

From 5,000 to 4,000 yards of gill nets are
used by the 2 men on Toronto Island. They are
set sometimes as far off the island as 8 to 10
miles, but there are so few fish they have

litile encouragement to continue the business.



V2l (In Georgian ray, each boat has from

16,000 to 20,000 yards of gill nets, worked
probably in 4 gangs, 2 or 3 of whiéh only may
be in ithe water auv once).

They berin f{ishins {or whitelish and trout
of{ Toronto in October. They are obliged to
invermit November, but l'ish more or less all
winter as the weather permits. The lake does
not freeze over here. ne thinks tiey set
generally in ¢ to 10U fathoms,

Thinks if they i'ished in decper water, and
pushed their work morc energetically, they
might get more 1ish, but they do not seem dis-
posed to do so.

They use principally 5 and 6 inch mesh for
trout (whiech average larger here than in
Georgian bay), and 4 inch mesh for whitefish.

In Lake Onnério the gill net mesh for
whitetish should be 4 +/2 inches, and for

trout 5 1/2 10 6 inches.



In the upper lakes where the two species
are taken together, the sunallest limit oi mesh
for gill nets should be b inches.

Cisco are tazken 4 to 8 miles ol'f shore, in
gili nets having 2 1/4 to 2 1/2 inch mesh,

The bulk of the cisco smoked are avout 6 inches
long. They also catch some larger ones weigh-
ing +/2 to ©/4 pound, ana have brought them in
from oft Wiarara weighing over 1 pound, but the
lativer, like the whiteiish, have run out in
that region. Thinks the larger cisco may be

a disvineti species.

They are not now catching over 1/3 as many
eisco to a boai as they were 5 years ago, and
there are not so many {'ishing for them, they
have become 80 scarce. This statement applies
10 the entire region from Toronto to Hamiluon.

Could noi say what should be the proper
mesh ior taking eisco.

Thinks, however, that

it could mot be inereased above 2 1/2 inches.
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All of the eisco he knows of come from

Lake Ontario. They are fished {or from

- September to Larch or April. They oecur at

other times ol the year, but cannot be handled
in warm weather. Once in a whilie, however, a
few are brought in. Loes notl know of their
being ezught below Port Hope in Canada, but

thiey used to take ithem extencively in the regian
about Cape Vincent.

ot over 50 bosats i'ish f'or cisco between
Port Hope and rHamilieon, anc not gll oi thesge
regularly. They tkse about 4,000 to 6,000
yarde of gill net to each boat. These nets
are 4 1/2 to 5 feet deep when set.

Gill nets are noi euployed for eatching
other i'ish than the above, except that a few
short ones are set in bays and inlets for pike.
Their use for ihis purpose has been prohibited
around Toroqto Island in order to preserve this

species there for sport fishing. This is a
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fish whieh does more harm to other species than
any other fish.

o hoop nets are s3tin this region, and no

‘%Jﬂﬁ*’),quanaiuy of bullheads are taken about here,

SprE
p.

z

There is only a slight Yocal demand for them,
gnd no demand hore Prom the American side.

They do no sport {ishines here execept for
perch and pike in the bay at the east end of
Toronto Island. There are very few black
bass about here, but somez are caught in
Purlington Fay at Hamilion.

The ill net mash ! or blue back herring
should be not over 2 1/2 to 2 9/4 inches.

A 3 1/8 ineh mesh would let all the herring
through, and might catch some small whitefish,
They are 2 little larger i'ish than the average
ecisco. The present law preseribes a 2 1/4 in.
mesh, - These herrings are about the same in all
the lakes, and the mesh should, therefore, be

alike in all.



12

They are cauwching a great many herring
still. The catch lasy year was an average one
Sturgeon are noi taken akbout Toronto.

The demana is very light.

The .se¢ o! pounds is all ~ight in case the
mesh is large caough. Should measurs not less
than 4 inches in ithe pou for whitefish and
Lrout. For herring iiu should be smaller,
about 2 1/2 inches.

In most placaes in lzke Erie they fish
cnly for rerring.

Therc are now soms pound nets in the upper
yart of Cecorpian Fay, and¢ they are trying to
et some more in.

Pounds are cestrucitive to whitefish, as
they are takins too many small fish. A large
gquantity received in Puffalo this summer were
condemnad as being too small and not marketable
They came from above Kilarny, on Georgian Fay.

The law calls for a 4 inch mesh, but it has not



been enforced, anc a smaller mesh is generally

&
# used.

i ﬁ;ﬁmm“’ Advised dr., Wilmowu, when a change had been

%;:;”?/Z decided on, 1o give the fishermen due notice a

ﬂzzai%’ year in advance. At th: oxpiration of that
time he would have men o around and take
possassion o1 all ihe aeﬁx havinr less than the
leral size mesh. The fishermen should trien be
allowed someithine for thesz2 nets, as they 1as£

9 0o~ 3 years. and it wvoulu not be just to make
tham suffer much pecuniary loss.

J3~4% Thinks fish should be admitted free both
into Canadz and the United States, and spoke
at some length upon ithe workinges of the MceKinley
bill. An attempt has besn made at Sandusky
to-eollest duty on I'ish caught in "American®

@ twine on the Canade sidsa.

Sk Eels are not very abundant about here.

Only a few are brouéht in herc, and the sales

are limited. They range in weight from 1/2
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pound to 3 pounds.

The small meslt is doins much harm at Port
Arthur, Lake Superior,

More rigid restrictions would work some
hardships upon the fishermen for a year or tiwo,
hut subseguently it would be all for the
better,

Salmon trout begin to spawn about October
22, but do not spawn much until November 1.

If the mesh of the gill nets was enlarged,
he would shorien the close season.

Vhitefish spawn 2 weeks later than the
trout. Cannot do much fishing in the upper
lakes after November 30,

Whitefish will continue spawning as late
as lNovember 30,

The fishermen could not stand a close
season of 6 weeks, from October 15 to 'lovember
30, if they were also obliged to use a coarser

mesh.
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If t00 much restraint is placed upon the

ad
16&,#W{J fishermen, they will make more efiort Lo evade

the law.

The present close season during November

0u::;‘md will be betier lor boih species, whitefish and

L

trout, than any other arrangement,

A part of the trout may ceme in t0 spawn
the latter part of October (beginning about the
22nd to 24th). These fish average about
4 1/2 pounds in weirht, and differ comewhat
from those that come in later. They spawn on
honey comb bottom.

The trout, however, do not need as much
protection as the whitefish. They have not
decreased so much, are better able to take care
of themselves, and. are more easily propagatied,

the fry being more hardy, ete. The whitefish

should be more protected, and the close season

should certainly cover their spawning period to
a greater extent than with the trout. The fry

of the whiteiish are more delicate, and the
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restocking more cdifficudt.,

tie thinks that the iry of the trout
especially should be held in ponds until the
fall before they are relsased. He would do
the same with ithe whitef'ish i possible, but
the chances of keepine the {ry alive are not
80 good.

Thinks the fry ol Llhe above species
should not be planied where the pike, ete., can
Fet at them readily, as in the Pay of Quinté .
It would be better Lo select places where the
fry would not encounter so many predaceo.s
fishes, Out in the lake it would also be
dangerous from ithe salmon trouin, etc.

Used 1o get sea salmon in large quantities
in the Don, Credit, Tobico, Mimico and other
rivers. They used to be numerous 40 to 50
years ago. A good many have been caught within
30 years, and scuattering ones down to 4 or 5

years ago.

il



